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In this course, students will explore the literary, social, historical, philosophical, and theoretical developments that shaped the novel during 19th century period, namely Victorian Era. The course will also emphasize the impact of the Industrial Revolution on the literary and historical evolution of the novel. Besides, students will learn to identify the key characteristics of nineteenth-century British fiction and will examine the conflicts between the individual and society, including the tensions with social institutions, identity issues, and moral dilemmas as portrayed in the selected novels of the famous novelists such as Charles Dickens, Bronte Sisters, George Eliot, and Thomas Hardy. 
Aims of the Course (Course Objectives) are to:

Main Coursebook:
Course Outline
Week 1: Course Orientation
Week 2:  Victorian Age: Historical and Cultural Background
Week 3: Victorian Age: Historical and Cultural Background
Week 4: Charles Dickens and Hard Times (Industrialism and its impact on society.)
Week 5: Utilitarianism, education, and social criticism in HT
Week 6:  Moral and social consequences of industrialization in HT
Week 7: George Eliot and The Mill on the Floss: Realism in literature, the role of women in Victorian society
Week 8: Family dynamics, morality, and individual vs. society.
Week 9: Tragedy, loss, and the river as a symbol.
Week 10: Emily Brontë and Wuthering Heights Gothic elements, and the Byronic hero
Week 11: Love, revenge, and the supernatural in WH
Week 12: Social class, inheritance, and the gothic landscape.
Week 13:  Thomas Hardy and Tess of the d'Urbervilles (Part 1) Fatalism, nature vs. society, and the role of fate.
Week 14:  Tragedy, justice, and moral judgment
Grading policy

	Mid-Term Exam
	40 %

	Class Participation
	5 pts (to be added to the final score)

	Final Exam
	60 %


Requirements
Students are expected not only to come to classes regularly and on time with their necessary documents but also to read beforehand the relevant documents, since this course will be partly in a form of classroom discussions after some weeks. The instruction language is English, and the use of any other languages shall not be allowed. No assigned works such as class activity, homework, term work and so on will be accepted after the stated deadline.

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the act of stealing somebody’s work or idea and then of trying to pass it off as original. This is an offence and crime requiring the punishment not only across the world but also at KBU. If the student takes or summarizes someone’s written works or ideas, s/he must give the full citation in her/his assignment. 

Attendance policy:

Absence from lectures and tutorials shall not exceed 30%. Students who exceed the limits without excuse acceptable to and approved by the Dean of the relevant faculty shall not be allowed to take the final examination and shall receive a mark of zero for the course.
